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NOTICE OF SUSPENSION

Case No. 96-236-GA

J. Michael Hill, P-26769, Allen Park, Michigan, by the Attorney Discipline Board
increasingTn-CountyHearingPanel#3sOrderof Suspensionfor 60 days.

1) Suspension 180 Days;

2) Effective March 31, 1999,

The panel found that respondentsimultaneouslyrepresentedthe complainantlhusband,
chargedwith criminal sexualconduct,andthecomplainantandhis wife, in an actionto terminate
theirparentalrights, without seekingor obtainingthe informedconsentof his clients; refusedto
refund the unusedportion of the $25,000fee paid by his clients; failed to place the unearned
retainerfee, not properlydesignatedasa non-refundableretainer,in a segregatedtrust account;
and intervieweda partywho he knewor shouldhaveknownwasrepresentedby counselwithout
that counselsknowledgeor consent. The panelconcludedthat respondentsconductviolated
MichiganRulesof ProfessionalConduct1 .4(a)and(b); 1.5(a)and(b); 1.7(a)and(b); 1.1 5(a)-(c);
1.16(d); 4.2; 4.4; and 8.4(a)-(c). The panel orderedthat respondentbe suspendedfrom the
practiceof law for 60 days.

The GrievanceAdministrator and the respondenteachfiled a petition for review, and
respondentreceivedan automaticstay of discipline. In an order enteredon October 29, 1998,
theAttorneyDiscipline Boardaffirmed thefindings of misconductand increaseddisciplineto an
180-daysuspension.

Respondentfiled an application for leave to appeal. The SupremeCourt grantedhis
motion for stay of discipline. In an order enteredon March 9, 1999, the Court denied the
applicationfor leave to appeal. Thesuspensionis deemedto be effectiveMarch 31, 1999. Costs
were assessedin the total amountof $4,138.41.

/ j NOTE: Respondentfiled a request for

p it further stay, which was denied by the
(____ I/It SupremeCourt in an order enteredMarch

JohnF.~anBolt 30, 1999.

Dated:AR_3_1J999,,,,._


