
MEMBERS 

ROBERT S. HARRISON 
CHAIRMAN 

YANLEY M. GURWIN 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

GHARLES C. VINCENT. M.D. 
SECRETARY 

HON. MARTIN M. DOCTOROFF 
REMONA A. GREEN 
PATRICK J. KEATING 
THEODORE P. ZEGOURAS 

STATE OF MICHIGAN JOHN F. VAN BOLT 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR L 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

SUITE 1260 
333 W .  FORT STREET 

DETROIT. MICHIGAN 48226 

Area Code 3 13 963-5553 

NOTICE OF REPRIMAND 

F i l e  No. DP 81/86 

Stephen M. Lazzio,  P 30468, 4070 N. Jennings Road, F l i n t ,  
M I  48504 by t h e  At torney  Di sc ip l ine  Board reducing a s ix ty-day  
suspension t o  a reprimand. 

1 )  Reprimand; 

2 )  E f f e c t i v e  A p r i l  15 ,  1988. 

I t  was d e t e r m i n e d  by a h e a r i n g  p a n e l  t h a t  Responden t  
f a i l e d  t o  provide competent l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  h i s  hand l ing  
of  a p roba te  m a t t e r ,  i nc lud ing  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  r eques t  a 
de te rmina t ion  of i n h e r i t a n c e  t a x ,  a f a i l u r e  t o  adv i se  h i s  c l i e n t  
of  t h e  s t a t u s  of h e r  c a s e ,  a f a i l u r e  t o  f a m i l a r i z e  himself  w i t h  
t h e  wrongful dea th  s t a t u t e  and h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  cash  a s e t t l e m e n t  
check i s sued  on h i s  c l i e n t ' s  beha l f .  Respondent 's  conduct was 
a l l e g e d  t o  be i n  v i o l a t i o n  of MCR 9.104(1,2,4) and Canons 1, 6 
7 and 9 of  t h e  Code of  P ro fe s s iona l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  DR 
1-102(A)(5,6); DR 6-lOl(A)(l-3); DR 7-101(A)(1-3) and DR 
9-102(A)(B)(1,4). The pane l  noted Respondent 's  p r i o r  reprimands 
i n  1983 and 1985 f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  provide  competent l e g a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  and ordered  t h a t  Respondent be 
s u s p e n d e d  f o r  s i x t y  d a y s  u n l e s s  he  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  f u l f i l l e d  
c e r t a i n  l e g a l  educa t ion  requirements.  

On review, t h e  Attorney D i s c i p l i n e  Board modified t h e  
hea r ing  panel  o r d e r  of d i s c i p l i n e  by imposing a reprimand w i t h  
t h e  f u r t h e r  cond i t i on  t h a t  t h e  Respondent a t t e n d  and complete a 
minimum of s i x  hours  of cont inu ing  l e g a l  educa t ion  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
of probate  law p lus  an a d d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  hours i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
c r i m i n a l  defense  and t h r e e  hours i n  t h e  f i e l d  of d i v o r c e  
p r a c t i c e .  This con t inu ing  l e g a l  educa t ion  requirement i s  t o  be 
completed w i t h i n  e i g h t e e n  months. Costs  were assessed  i n  t h e  
amount o$+ $460.67. 


